August 26, 2005

Edward Chubb

Thank you for submitting the description of the storm-petrel you found on Sept. 19, 2003 at
Fort Hunter. The record was unanimously accepted as a storm-petrel sp., but the majority of
committee members did not feel the description included sufficient details of plumage to
rule out other more likely species, especially Band-rumped. I have personally seen Band-
rumped Storm-Petrels feeding like a Wilson's on pelagic trips off of North Carolina and
according to leaders on those trips, Band-rumps tend to "dissappeat” once they join feeding
flocks in the wake of the boat. I found this too be quite true, and although I have only seen a
handful of the species they are easier to pick out and identify when they fly-by at neat-
medium distance when the wing-shape and flight style make them more distinctive.

Feeding and flight styles described for storm-petrels and other seabirds are average
differences of species in their usual habitats. They are useful for recognizing birds in pelagic
conditions but are at best a first hint at an identification and are not diagnostic. This is
especially true when trying to identify storm-blown birds in stressed condition in unusual
habitats. In these situations it is doubly important to confirm identification with plumage or
structural characters. This is not to say that you made a make in identfying this bird, and it is
worth mentioning that a unique feature of Hurricane Isabel was the number of Wilson's
Storm-Petrel it deposited inland.

Thanks again for taking the time to send the documentation and help document what turned
out to be an unprecedented Hurricane fall out.

Sincerely

Matt Sharp
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee.
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Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

613 Howard Ave.

West Chester, PA 19380

nickpul@bellatlantic.net 046-TL-2003
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Record No: 046-02-2003

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus)
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