
August 26, 2005 

Edward Chubb 

Thank you for submitting the description of the storm-petrel you found on Sept. 19, 2003 at 
Fort Hunter. The record was unanimously accepted as a storm-petrel sp., but the majority of 
committee members did not feel the description included sufficient details of plumage to 
rule out other more likely species, especially Band-rumped. I have personally seen Band­
rumped Storm-Petrels feeding like a Wilson's on pelagic trips off of North Carolina and 
according to leaders on those trips, Band-rumps tend to "dissappear" once they join feeding 
flocks in the wake of the boat. I found this too be quite true, and although I have only seen a 
handful of the species they are easier to pick out and identify when they fly-by at near­
medium distance when the wing-shape and flight style make them more distinctive. 

Feeding and flight styles described for storm-petrels and other seabirds are average 
differences of species in their usual habitats. They are useful for recognizing birds in pelagic 
conditions but are at best a first hint at an identification and are not diagnostic. This is 
especially true when trying to identify storm-blown birds in stressed condition in unusual 
habitats. In these situations it is doubly important to confirm identification with plumage or 
structural characters. This is not to say that you made a make in identfying this bird, and it is 
worth mentioning that a unique feature of Hurricane Isabel was the number of Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel it deposited inland. 

Thanks again for taking the time to send the documentation and help document what turned 
out to be an unprecedented Hurricane fall out. 

Sincerely 

Matt Sharp 
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee. 



PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
nickpul@bellatlantic.net O '-f <, ~oz.- ).. oo J 

******************************************************************************************************************************** 

SPECIES (common and scientific name) ----'-'iv"--'-l_L.:-'S"----'-tJ_,_JJ"-··s=---'S"---i-=-O ...... ls-'-'--M_.___p.,__.,E""",......._,_l_gL......;;'E'---'-l-_____ _ 
Subspecies (if known) ____________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS--+-- SEX(ES) __ -_______ _ 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
those terms; state of molt if applicable): __.A..__......:0..._.._U.=-L;;;;._T,__ _________________ _ 

DATE oF OBsERVATION q / iq f 03> TIME L-f ! '-I c; - s~ ts P./'1. c.. n, . 
LOCATION (city, borough, township) Mt Dl)L E :PA::>O:ow ):1-(/f) i)A u ~Hi N c._C), J 5U. S, Rl V£2. 

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) .6 US Q L< l: HAf J\h1 f<- \ V£~ - F O R-1 14 U l'TTE fZ_ 
BOllT 1 ... -1\uN j M ,PDL£ ~ -X,oJ.J , r.up. 

OBSERVER REPORTING: 
Name f;:;'D C-~ UlsU 
Address l ~ Dz, ;( 'PTO AJ 'D f2 
City HA J?St1 S TI, u ]<(1) State J?iL ZIP i7 11 0 
e-mail(optional)ec.i,'\lA }>~ phone(optional)--rn-a._3~-4SC,7 ~:,, 711 -J1i<[-5ltJb 

d(\.1.,f'\.\.; t\.C.. , "...-') 
OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): /\JO /VE. 

. 
HABITAT (e.g. mowed field, woodland edge, any other details) _-R_\ _V_£~R ___________ _ 

DISTANCE TO BIRD ,·,,.,n·i1tl.-i.;'/ - u,00 y,,s. + ) ,SE:Cb/JD -~ 4CJcl q-gOC) Y-:DS. 

VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position of sun relative to you) 0 VE. R.C..Ac;T Y - 0 5, 
CC> l,.i'O f"'iiO t-J5 

I 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED j Lu/ IT A \AD l fl3 t'2 .t 2 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportiol")s; colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, a_nd leg charf!cteristics; other feature~ rel utM.'f' 
to thil? in,dividual): I'NI - (!..(!) LE. E ~ . Wt t..: · 11'£ TV--\ j 

£: f I I...' i.... I''.'... ,, T l't s 
' i,....tf) ) C .. 

(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 



VOCALIZATIONS 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: ('JO µ £ 
Photograph__ Video recording __ Audio recording__ Drawing __ 
Photographer/recorder/illustrator: 

Name _______________________ _ 
Address ______________________ _ 
City ____________ State ZIP ______ _ 
e-mail (optional) ________ phone (optional) ______ _ 

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing, please include it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition fVo'r 17£ if P 
If collected (by permit), location and number of specimen if known _____________ _ 

DISCUSSl(?N - Anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating it 
:r~U£'t,/AIEL;t A-r:f'E.R 1]135]: O'B St;t2:DJn·ratV ,c £..i.-l-- P}tO,l.)£ coµTAC[ V/t5 l,AffbE 
w,]Jt Dc.i,11\AJ~ l:fOEEklAAl 1µ1)1c,rrtob 1 HAP. OB-scg.vsJ> h ~Torz.t1 PE:TR1:L. SP, 
'IT: w~s (JkJJ,,..-f Arr~R 5Ecoµn OBSEiZll,4,T(OAJ 'THttT .r i,UA£. flBL.~,7)? QJJJ-iiR/.,f 
REC,/'?::$ WA$ \,1,'IL-SOIJ'S.J8- :'5cCtll1b COAJTACj UlA~ Pett MAl?E 41[;-t:f 

(2.. HUffMAA.J AD:£:R a,/J OBSE:t?\JJ!:f:fON or: wi'LSOA.J 1
(, :V, :p. 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES 

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF Y.OUR IDENTIFICATION? (why or why not) 1/ E 5 J £12 R;. 1t BO 61f: S.'TA 1'£:p 
(2,6:"l')Soµ:5,- s 1 -z E. 113:c-HAv10L; :F:1-.,a.+tt 721\TI:EQ,Vj )31,lf"'P PATCH PESc:::gjP]'tt>,0 

REFERENCES CONSULTED: .f'~I()/(.' 1'.JAt' t G,.f..o 
1 

~I.JD "S .i'Bl,.c"'/ S TtJ A cqv. f\i1'1T 
During observation 6 I TI.LE'-/ 5 = • 

After observation NA]:' L, t;.E:6) S {13 LE;-'{ 'c;. J f:ltl@ iZI SO() 
1 
S ·-s 'i::-l\731tzD<; 

DATE OF THIS REPORT: D c:: c , ~ 1 o? 00)> 

SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER _;z&µJ:v(.A.d) H' cl1,y£J,-.._ 

fv/.1 SE t../= LtJ{i-+I . , 
1/fl rz.1ous 9,sc1 £<.; 

Tffitr C'.Ol.).C .• :D 
TT,e- £)'JCOU1'1lfm2 



\ 
• Record No: 046-02-2003 . 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Wilson's Storm-Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) 

Date of Sighting: 19 September 2003 to 19 September 2003 
Location: FORT HUNTER 
County : DAUPHIN 
Observer(s): Ed Chubb 

Date of Submission: 2003 
Submitted by: Ed Chubb 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class 11 Class Ill Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

"- 1~steott R..W, fli.J .X 
D. Heathcote X 
P. Guris X 
J. Stanley >< ~ 
E. Witmer '.)c' 

R. Leberman >( 

M. Sharp X 
TOTALS t .. .6 
DECISION 

x... 
Comments: e. IJ..h ( /VIVV c L CL--$1 ,-,,, ~ Sn,,,-.,,.,- f "1'-C:.l Sf LI~ 

pt t<fr w) .s- ~,n -1 J ... r Sr'F~ 1,/,-J 

/ 
Signature (Secretary)~ ~ ~ Date: °)//-uJ~ 
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